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Rolling Rocks 
Today’s Colloquium  

Today’s colloquium will be given by Dr. Matthew Pasek from University of South Florida. His talk 
starts at 3:30 pm in Braunstein 201 and is titled: “Phosphorus and the origin of life” There will be 

coffee and tea set up outside 201 Braunstein 10-15 minutes before the talk starts and refreshments in 
the Rug Room following talk. 

Dr. Paske’s work focuses on: understanding the origin of life from the perspective of meteorites, 
metabolism, and phosphorus; determining potentially prebiotic pathways leading to the origin of life 

using phosphorus redox cosmobiogeochemistry; cosmochemical studies of planetary systems as 
constrained by thermodynamic equilibrium models; osmochemistry of meteorites and placing 
constraints on the impact history of the inner solar system; constraining redox processes in the 

modern phosphorus biogeochemical cycle, including the role of lightning and meteoritic impacts. He 
has also done forensic geology/mineralogy for a court case. 

Congratulations to Ibrahim  
Congratulations to Ibrahim Ugurlu who successfully completed and presented his master thesis last 
week. The� title of his thesis is “A New Method of Determining Pore Size Distribution in Sandstones.”  

Annual GSA Meeting 
Our attendance at Annual GSA Meeting in Baltimore was impressive again this year with lots of 
exciting presentations being made by students and faculty. Some were featured as news releases. 
Please see the links below. I am sure there were more, but folks haven’t sent me them yet as they 

must be traveling back to Cincinnati. 

At: http://www.uc.edu/news/NR.aspx?id=22474 
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At: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/10/151029112227.htm 

http://www.sciencecodex.com/unraveling_the_mysteries_of_2_ancient_parasites-168609 
http://phys.org/news/2015-10-unraveling-mysteries-ancient-parasites.html 

http://www.newhistorian.com/200-million-year-old-parasitic-interaction-uncovered/5237/ 



Rolling Rocks, November 6, 2015

Alumni Reception at the GSA Meeting 

We had an excellent turnout again this year at the Alumni Reception at the Annual GSA Meeting. 
Many thanks to Warren for organizing this special event. Check out the following links to see who 

attended and photos of the event: 
http://homepages.uc.edu/~huffwd/GSA_Reception/index.html and 

http://homepages.uc.edu/~huffwd/GSA_Reception/2015%20GSA%20Reception%20%E2%80%93%
20Baltimore.htm 

Please keep sending me your news. 

Cheers, 

Lewis 




