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Today’s Colloquium  
Today’s colloquium will be given by Dr. Briony Horgan from Purdue University. The title of her talk 
is: “Redox-driven habitable surface environments on ancient Mars at Mawrth Vallis.” The talk will 

be in Braunstein 300 starting with coffee and tea at 3:30 pm and followed by refreshments in the Rug 
Room. 

 
Banquet last night 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended the banquet yesterday evening and who made it a great success. 
Special thanks to Kate for organizing the event and Tim for making the programs. Thanks to Jeff for 

getting the slide show together and Dave for the year in view from his office window. Also special 
thanks to Carl and Craig for presenting the awards. 

 
Stephanie Qualified 

Congratulations to Stephanie who past his doctoral qualifying examination last Friday. Well-done 
Stephanie! 

 
Publications 

Congratulations to Matt and Carl who just published a research paper on Eurypterids and 
evaporites in the Silurian Appalachian Basin. Check it out: 

 
Vrazo, M.V., Brett, C.E., and Ciurca, S. J., 2016. Buried or brined? Eurypterids and evaporites in the 

Silurian Appalachian Basin. Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology  444: 48-59. 
 

Lewis and Kate just published a reply to a comment with their colleagues who have been working on 
active tectonics in the Pamir. Check it out 

 
Robinson, A., Owen, L.A., Chen, J., Schoenbohm, L.M., Hedrick, K.A., Blisniuk, K., Sharp, W.D., 

Imrecke, D.B., Li, W., Yuan, Z., Caffee, M.W., Mertz-Kraus, R. (2016). Response to Comment on “No late 
Quaternary strike-slip motion along the northern Karakoram fault”. Earth and Planetary Science Letters, 

44, 220-223. 
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GSA Grants Galore 

As many of you hear yesterday evening, our graduates were extremely successful this year in 
obtaining GSA grants. Here’s a list of the ones people have told me about: 

 
Sourav Saha for “A novel approach to reconstruct high resolution Holocene glacial fluctuations in 

the Himalayan-Karakoram-Tibetan orogen” for $1875 
 

Jason Cesta for “Application of in situ cosmogenic 14C to surface exposure dating of amorphous 
SiO2” for $1850  

 
Liz Orr for “Paraglaciation in the Himalaya” 

 
Ivan Carbajal for his work on accessibility of geologic sites. 

 
Wesley Parker for “Mollusk Shells as Environmental 

Archives: Reconstructing paleotemperatures during aboriginal settlement in the Canary Islands, 
Spain” for $1875. And Wes also got a grant from SEPM for $800. 

 
Rachel Thorton for "Investigating Subtropical Andes Deglaciation Asymmetry” for $2500 

 
 
 
 

Please keep sending me your news. 
 

Cheers, 
 

Lewis 


