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Rolling Rocks 
 

Colloquium Today 
Dr. Shuhai Xiao from Virginia Tech will be our visiting colloquium speaker today. He will give a talk at 3:35 
in Room 527 entitled:  “On the eve of the Cambrian explosion: Biological evolution in the Ediacaran Period” 
Dr. Shuhai Xiao will also give a second talk from 12:20 to 1:20 in the Rug Room. This will be a informal paleo 

talk, but all are welcome. That talk is titled, "Earliest Cambrian scalidophoran ecdysozoans". Feel free to 
bring a lunch if you would like. 

 
Dr. Shuhai Xiao is a paleontologist and geobiologist who is interested in the early evolution of animals at the 

Precambrian-Cambrian boundary. He discovered some of the oldest known animal embryos from the 
Ediacaran period and is also interested in fossil taphonomy and preservation. 

 
Holiday Party 

 
Mark your calendars!  After much discussion, it has been decided that the annual departmental holiday party 

be held on Saturday, 6 December @ 6 pm on the 5th floor of Geology/Physics.  This way, everyone will be 
able to prepare a dish and still be able to make it on time.  Activities and entertainment are still being 

planned, but it's sure to be a fun time with some good food and even better company! The dinner will be a 
potluck (Dr. Potter will provide the turkey), so be sure to bring something to share or a small donation to 

contribute.  A sign-up sheet will soon be posted outside of the main office. 

EPA Award 
The Ohio Environmental Council honored Amy Townsend-Small and her team at their banquet last weekend 

in recognition of their study of hydraulic fracturing and its impact.  
Townsend-Small and her team was awarded the Ohio Environmental Council’s first-ever Science and 
Community Award because of its innovative approach to gathering and reporting research findings. 

Check out the link at on UC News at: https://www.uc.edu/news/NR.aspx?id=20822 
 

Cheers, 
 
 

Lewis 


