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Colloquium Today 
Dr. Chris Widga will be our visiting colloquium speaker today at 3:30 pm. I believe it won’t be in Room 527 
this week so please look for the signs stating where it will be held instead. Chris is the Curator of Geology at 

the Illinois State Museum. His research focuses on the paleoecology of large Quaternary mammals in the 
Great Plains and Midwest. This research is largely geographically oriented, focusing on the paleoecology of 

Great Lakes bison populations, the extinction and ecology of Midwestern mammoths and mastodons, and the 
occasional large carnivore from Midwestern cave sites. Recent research includes the evolution of North 

American native dogs and the timing of mammoth and mastodon extinction in the upper Midwest. 
 

Last Week’s Fun 

 
Sincere thanks to all who for participating in the events of last Thursday and Friday. Our first Career Days 
started off extremely well and we look forward to holding them every year. Particular thanks to our guests 
who spoke about their careers. These included Chad Ferguson, John Thaler, Kate Belinski, Rich Pohana, 
Brenda Hunda and Jay Zambito (shown above) and Adam Flege. The celebration in honor of Warren was 

great fun. Particular thanks to Kate Cosgrove for organizing the band, food and arrangements. Also thanks 
to Sarah for and Kate for getting the food and coffee together for the career days. Many thanks to Tim for 

producing the very fine posters for the event and the wonderful montage that we presented to Warren. Also 
thanks to Jim for helping get the chairs sorted and Mike Menard for arranging the visual aids. 
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Dr. Zaffos 

 
Congratulations to Andrew Zaffos who successfully defend his doctoral thesis last Friday. For those of you 

who missed Arnie’s introduction to Andrew’s defense here’s a transcript, enjoy: 
 

It is my sincere pleasure to introduce Andrew Zaffos, who came to Cincinnati after earning his 
Bachelor’s degree from William and Mary in 2008, and his Master’s from the University of Georgia, in 
2010, where he worked with Steve Holland, who is a member of his PhD committee, along with Carl 

Brett, Dave Meyer, and Jay Zambito.  Many thanks to Jay for being here today, and to Steve for 
Skyping in, while in the midst of what I know is a very hectic week for him. 

Some of you are probably old enough to recall watching John McEnroe play in the U.S. Open and 
other major tennis matches where, to express his frustration over a poor call by a line judge or the 

referee, he would shout out “You cannot be serious!” 

Somehow, this conjures up for me recollections of several sessions of our graduate paleontology 
seminar, especially during Andrew’s first couple of years with us, where….and I almost came to 
expect it….something I would say during our dissections of the papers of the week would elicit 

from Andrew a shake of the head, accompanied by the refrain: “I totally disagree with that!”  To say 
the least, this kind of response from a student was unusual and maybe a bit brash. 

But the real, and repeated message that I got from Andrew, or the message that I chose to receive 
regardless of what he actually intended, and serving as a fresh reminder to me, with an emphasis on 

the fresh ….but I eventually got used to it….is that one should never accept the conventional 
wisdom.  In seminar, at least at times, I was being too complacent and glib in my pronouncements 
about the world….an inevitable byproduct of aging, I guess, and Andrew not only helped to set me 
straight on more than one occasion, but routinely offered thoughts that were among the most 

insightful I’ve heard from any student during my years at Cincinnati. 

Andrew never accepts the conventional wisdom, and likes to get under the hood to try to really 
understand the essential structure of biodiversity in space and time.  Ultimately, this led him to 

confront two of the most challenging themes in macroevolution and paleoecology: the global 
latitudinal gradient in the number of species, and the structural persistence, or not, of regional 
biological gradients on evolutionary time scales.   Importantly, and as he’ll explain today, Andrew 
recognized the value of an overarching analytical toolkit that can be applied, albeit with rather 

different embellishments, to both topics. 

While Andrew conducted field work in the Devonian of New York to collect fossil samples that 
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became part of one of the datasets used in his studies, I think Andrew would agree that his greater 
interest is in crunching the data and sleuthing out the fundamental truths about their collective 

patterns that are yearning to be discovered.  Over the past couple of years, I’ve really enjoyed going 
into the lab and watching Andrew hunched over a computer—or sometimes two are three computers 
near the end—with his R-coded programs whirring away, sometimes with a single program running for 
days on end, and then being treated by Andrew to a new sheath of interesting, provocative results to 

discuss.  I will miss that, and I will miss him. 

Upon completing his PhD, Andrew will move on to the University of Wisconsin where he has secured 
a postdoc with our esteemed colleague, Shanan Peters. 

Without further ado, here is Andrew, who, in the spirit post-postmodernism or something like that 
is choosing to not convey a title for his dissertation…… 

Fall at the Falls 

 
Carl ran his Niagara field trip last weekend. Check out UC at the Falls. 

 
New publication 

Congratulations to Brooke who has just published another paper. Check it out: 
 

Crowley BE. 2014. Oxygen isotope values in bone collagen and bone carbonate are consistently offset for New 
World monkeys. Biology Letters 10(11): 20140759. 

 
 
 

Cheers, 
 
 

Lewis 


